Wrapping Q/A tool with a Flash Jacket


This document explains JSP and Flash integration from a Java developer’s perspective.

Using Q/A Authoring URL:
The format of the url requires that both the parameters userId and toolContentId gets passed.

An example authoring url is below:

http://127.0.0.1:8080/lams/tool/laqa11/authoringStarter.do?userId=1111&toolContentId=1234
The output will be the default tab, that is the  Basic tab of the 3 tabs. A screenshot of the basic tab is provided in the  .gif file in the same folder where this document resides.

If either userId or toolContentId doesn’t get passed, a warning message is presented that those are required to continue. Both of them must be numeric and should be convertible to Java type Long. As a general guide, make a point not to  pass integers larger than 10 digits.
In the example url above, once the Submit button is clicked a new content gets created with toolContentId identifying the content and the createdBy is set to userId parameter in the tool’s content table.
On the main output screen, the Advanced and Instructions tabs are accessible simply by clicking the relevant tab buttons.

Format of Q/A JSP pages:

The JSP presentation in Authoring module as well the other modules is based on Tiles. Tiles is a JSP presentation mechanism. Here is how we are using it:
Every single JSP page presented in Q/A tool is presented in the following format:
<definition name=".baseDef" path="/template.jsp">


<put name="title" value="Base Template Page"/>


<put name="pageHeader" value = "Base Template"/>


<put name="header" value="/header.jsp"/>


<put name="content" value="/baseContent.jsp" />



<put name="footer" value="/footer.jsp"/>


</definition>
Every single piece of JSP page is formatted using the /template.jsp. By editing template jsp, you can make changes to the whole of jsp presentation in a screen. Flash Developer can place the css file definition in this file which currently points to ../learner.css. So this file is the ideal place to get css definition from lams_central.
template.css also keeps the whole jsp pieces together within a html table structure. The definitions of this table can be changed from one point

As an example, when there is a request to present questionsContent.jsp the actual content of the dynamically generated JSP page is placed between header.jsp and footer.jsp. In this example questionsContent.jsp represents the content element in the tiles definition above. This means that the only dynamic presentation happens in the content element level. Header,jsp and footer.jsp  represent static template pieces whereas template,jsp is the holder of all the jsps in a screen.
When integrating Q/A authoring module into Flash,  questionsContent.jsp is the main authoring jsp that must be integrated.
A little more must be done in terms of accessing certain authoring functionality from the tool’s monitoring module. In order to fully and properly integrate into Flash, the Flash Developer also needs to integrate the following pages:


monitoringReport.jsp


MonitoringSummaryScreen.jsp

MonitoringInstructionsScreen.jsp

BasicContent.jsp

MonitoringStatsScreen.jsp

When the screen is rendered,  monitoringReport.jsp is the holder of only one of the : MonitoringSummaryScreen.jsp or

MonitoringInstructionsScreen.jsp or

BasicContent.jsp or

MonitoringStatsScreen.jsp 
There is not too much to do in none of these pages except to remove some table formatting.

Flash Developer also want to include a Cancel in the questionsContent.jsp somewhere close to Submit button. When Cancel is clicked the already-popped up authoring screen can disappear.
