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Introduction

Aim

LAMS must be ‘accessible’ in accordance with the W3C and (US’s) Section 508  guidelines.  In the first instance we are trying to achieve Level A conformance to the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 from the W3C.  Level A conformance requires that all Priority 1 checkpoints be satisfied.  Section 508 is largley based on W3C Guidelines so the initial target is to achive W3C Conformance.

Scope

Currently we are only attempting to reach conformance for the Learner interface.  The learner interface is made up of a number of parts in Flash and HTML.  
Resources

Please be aware of the resources available from W3C:

Home page of the guidelines: http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG10/
This details all the guidelines, each guideline has a number of related checkpoints.  Each checkpoint has an associated technique.  Each Technique has an associated HTML Technique with specific instructions.  The techniques are an important resource to guide you on how to implement the checkpoint.

Much of this work involves getting the pages to work for users of assistive technologies, e.g. Screen readers.  I suggest you download and install a copy of JAWS to test your pages.

http://www.freedomscientific.com/fs_products/software_jaws.asp 

Testing as plain text is also important.   BBC offer a text converter, but not sure if we can use it. http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/betsie/tech.html If you see anything please let me know.

Bobby is an online accessibility conformance checker:

http://bobby.watchfire.com/bobby/html/en/index.jsp 

Implementation

Learner frame work

Frame set – To do

Flash controller -  To do

Need to make the screen reader follow the frame containing the tool JSP, and not try and read from the start of the framework – through flash, framesets etc..  Until I have a chance to work on this please assume that the screen reader is focusing on the Tool JSPs and they can be considered independently.
Tool JSPs

The numbers at the start of the paragraphs are the [guidelines].[checkpoint] numbers.  Please refer to the w3c site (Guidelines & Checkpoints, Techniques, HTML Techniques)  an and LAMS Accessibility review while reading this document. 

1.1 Provide a text equivalent for every non-text element (e.g., via "alt", "longdesc", or in element content). 

· Find all instnaces of images (including spacer images), graphic representations of text, I-frames, frames, embedded flash.

· Ensure all have text equivelents.  This may need to be dynamically created – using <C:OUT>s etc….  The text must represent what the image is portraying i.e. the bar graph for chat andscribe is made up of an image being stretched to show the percentage.  The alt tag should be “Fifty percent of the group have agreed”

(Checkpoint 1.1)
5.1 For data tables, identify row and column headers

· Lots of tool JSPs have data tables to show the output of tools. (E.g. the polling activity)  These must have the id and summary metadata added as in this technique: http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG10-HTML-TECHS/#identifying-table-rows-columns
5.2 For data tables that have two or more logical levels of row or column headers, use markup to associate data cells and header cells.

· Possibly only affects the discussion forum.  Where there is more than one logical level of header use THEAD for repeated table headers, TFOOT for repeated table footers, and TBODY for other groups of rows and for groups of columns COLGROUP and COL
6.1 Organize documents so they may be read without style sheets.

· Remove the learner.css file and run lams.  If all the pages make sense still – visually and through the screen reader then we are cool.
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